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fist, and, as has already been set forth, the Army had never
before been in such a state of warlike preparedness.
There is no space for more than the briefest details. The
assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne by two Serbian
fanatics led to Austria bombarding Belgrade, although any
knowledge of the plot was disclaimed by the Serbian Govern-
ment, in whose support Russia ordered a general mobilisation.
Even at that late stage the contending countries might have
come to an amicable agreement through arbitration, but it
was the Kaiser's opportunity to demonstrate the long-
expounded doctrine of the mailed fist, and with characteristic
impetuosity he flung himself into a quarrel that did not im-
mediately concern him. On August 1,1914, Germany declared
war upon Russia and invaded Luxembourg, and a day later
crossed the French frontier and sent an ultimatum to
Belgium.
Whether Britain entered the fray yet hung in the balance.
In 1839 the neutrality of Belgium had been guaranteed by a
number of European Powers, three of the most important
signatures being those of Britain, France and Prussia.
Belgium's rights were now in peril, and Britain demanded
from France and Germany pledges that they would honour
their treaty signatures concerning the smaller country. France
gave a ready undertaking, but Germany would do no more than
promise compensation for any damage Belgium might suffer
by a German army marching across her territory, nor should
Belgium lose her independence after the war. As a sop to
Britain to secure her neutrality, Germany undertook not to
exact any territory from France in the event of German
victory.
Britain had a plain duty to Belgium unless she was prepared
to see the treaty of 1839 torn ^nto tatters; and she had more
than a sentimental interest in France, for if that country
failed to withstand the onset of Germany, we should have